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Jan. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

President Lagos. Your Spanish is improv-
ing. [Laughter]

President Bush. Thank you. I appreciate 
that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at 
the Presidente InterContinental Hotel. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Statement on the Next Steps in a Strategic Partnership With India 
January 12, 2004 

In November 2001, Prime Minister 
Vajpayee and I committed our countries 
to a strategic partnership. Since then, our 
two countries have strengthened bilateral 
cooperation significantly in several areas. 
Today we announce the next steps in im-
plementing our shared vision. 

The United States and India agree to 
expand cooperation in three specific areas: 
civilian nuclear activities, civilian space pro-
grams, and high-technology trade. In addi-
tion, we agree to expand our dialog on mis-
sile defense. Cooperation in these areas will 
deepen the ties of commerce and friend-
ship between our two nations and will in-
crease stability in Asia and beyond. 

The proposed cooperation will progress 
through a series of reciprocal steps that 
will build on each other. It will include 
expanded engagement on nuclear regu-
latory and safety issues and missile defense, 
ways to enhance cooperation in peaceful 
uses of space technology, and steps to cre-
ate the appropriate environment for suc-

cessful high-technology commerce. In order 
to combat the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, relevant laws, regulations, 
and procedures will be strengthened, and 
measures to increase bilateral and inter-
national cooperation in this area will be 
employed. These cooperative efforts will be 
undertaken in accordance with our respec-
tive national laws and international obliga-
tions.

The expanded cooperation launched 
today is an important milestone in trans-
forming the relationship between the 
United States and India. That relationship 
is based increasingly on common values and 
common interests. We are working together 
to promote global peace and prosperity. We 
are partners in the war on terrorism, and 
we are partners in controlling the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and 
the means to deliver them. 

The vision of U.S.-India strategic part-
nership that Prime Minister Vajpayee and 
I share is now becoming a reality. 

Remarks at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Special Summit of the 
Americas in Monterrey 
January 12, 2004 

Mr. President, I thank you for your won-
derful hospitality. First Lady, thank you as 
well. Please thank the people of this gra-
cious city for hosting such a distinguished 
group of leaders, spouses, citizens of the 
world.

Two years ago in this city, world leaders 
formed the Monterrey Consensus. We 
pledged to work for government that is re-
sponsive to the basic needs of every human 
being and for policies that promote oppor-
tunity for all. At this year’s summit, we 
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